
 
 

November 21, 2026 
   4125 Navan Rd, Ottawa, ON K4B 1H9 

Registration opens October 21 at 8 a.m. / Closing date: November 11 or when trials are full.  
3 RATS! CANADA TRIALS PER DAY! 

 

 
Register: https://dogshow.ca/en/Events/6954/Soulstorm-Dog-Sports-RATS!-CANADA 

 
DAILY SCHEDULE (9 a.m.): ALLEYWAY PURSUIT Novice 1,2 & 3, Advanced 1, 2 & 3  

Dogs may only enter 1 stream per trial  

 
Entry fees: $27 per run + HST this price does not include the 10% DS administrative fee + HST (total: ~$33) 

 
Judge: MC Guindon 

 

The above are sanctioned events under RATS! Canada rules and regulations. Event# 26-026-RC. 
 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
PLEASE VOLUNTEER, WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

 
Contact Information for trial: 

Secretary: Marie-Claire Guindon mailto:soulstormdogsports@gmail.com  
RATS! Canada Dog ID Request: https://www.ratscanadadogsports.com/register.html  

 



 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Please note that ANY classes from which there are no volunteers will be cancelled, refunded, and the runs offered to 

other levels on the waitlist. If we cannot man the rings, we will not run the level. This will be based on entry forms and 
will not be changed if people offer to volunteer after the fact. Dog Sports can run only with volunteer help! 

 
Trial Information 

 
This sanctioned trial is held under RATS! Canada rules and regulations.  All events are RATS! Canada recognized 
and approved.  Rules and regulations are available on the RATS! Canada Web site. A hard copy will be available at 
the secretary’s table for consultation during the event. All dogs must be kept in an x-pen, crate or on leash when 
not in the ring. Any dog engaging in aggressive behavior at any time will be required to leave trial venue. In such 
cases, no refund of fees will be paid. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

- The run order will be made up and sent to competitors in advance; the run order is not static 
and will always change.  You can check-in on your phone through the Ringside app, as well 
as check on the progress of the live run order throughout the day.   Apple / Android 

- You are expected to be present near the ring/crating area at the time you are scheduled to run.  If you are 
not present for your scheduled runs, you will be bumped to the end of the running order for that class, 
and you will miss your turn if you are not available by the time volunteers are ready to build the ring for 
the next event. Ring will close and judge will leave at the announced time. It will not be possible to credit 
the missed run for another event or day. A “judge’s briefing” will be given to the class, as usual. 

- The Secretariat/Registration table will be manned throughout the day. Scores will be published and 
available throughout the day. Awards/Ribbons will be called at the end of each class once the data has 
been entered in the system. 

- If you run more than one dog in the same class, the running order will allow for at least 1 other dog 
between each dog, so that you have time to reward your dog and get the next dog ready.  

- No choke, prong or electric collars are permitted within proximity to the ring.  

- Eliminating in the ring is cause for disqualification and a $10 fee will be charged to the handler for each 
soiled item in any way rendered unusable that must be removed from the ring. 

- Dogs may only enter 1 stream (Regular OR Expert) per game, per trial.  

Entries and Closing Date 
 
Entries must be received by November 11; no late registrations will be accepted. Only electronic entries 
accompanied by payment will be accepted. Entries may be taken day of trial if the event is not full.  Move ups 
will be allowed. Any entries where a participant wants to claim a free run MUST BE PAID BY CREDIT CARD. 
 
Any changes to entries, including cancellations, will be accepted until closing date through DogShow.  
Cancellations received after closing date will not be eligible for a refund of fees unless accompanied by a 
veterinary certificate.  All cancellations are subject to a 15% administration fee. 
 
Dogs MUST be entered into a level for which they are eligible.  It is not the responsibility of the trial host to 
correct your entries. Any incorrect entries will result in the loss of any Q obtained at the wrong level or in the 
wrong stream. 
 
 



 

Please read the 2026 rules document carefully and familiarize yourself with how the Regular and Expert streams 
work.  
It is YOUR responsibility to: 

 register your dog correctly and at the correct level/stream; 

 to inform the secretary if you earn a title; AND 

 when earning a title, inform the secretary if you wish to remain at that level in the Expert Stream OR 
move up by filling out the new title/move up sheet at the secretary table. 
 

 
 

Check-In 
Check-in will be from 8:30 a.m. for the morning classes. First dog in the ring at 9:10 a.m.  
 
You can check in on your phone through the Ringside app, as well as check on the progress of the runs. 
  Apple / Android 
 
DO NOT BRING YOUR DOG TO THE SECRETARY TABLE 
 

Awards 
 

Dogs that qualify will receive a flat Q ribbon for each Qualifying run. 

Top 3 placements in each stream will be awarded a flat ribbon. 
 
INSTINCT TITLE: The Barn Ratting, Brush Hunt or Trailing and Locating Instinct Title will be granted to novice dogs 
who qualify in one of their first two runs ever in each discipline. Dogs earning the Instinct Title will receive a 
rosette. 
TITLES: Dogs achieving a title will receive a rosette. 

It is your responsibility to be present when ribbons are awarded.   
Any ribbons not collected on the day they were earned are forfeit and will not be set aside.  If you cannot pick up 
your ribbons, please send someone to pick them up for you. 



 

IF YOU EARN A TITLE:  

1. You MUST inform the secretary if you wish to remain at that level in the Expert Stream OR move up by 
filling out the title sheet at the secretary table.  

2. IF YOU DO NOT FILL OUT THE TITLE SHEET, NO TITLE RIBBON WILL BE PREPARED FOR YOU.  
3. You must tell the secretary and fill out the sheet as soon as you are able so the secretary can prepare 

your ribbon, make changes to your score sheets and to the run orders. 
 

Please pick up after your dog(s) and yourself.  
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 

 
 
 
Trial Grounds 
 

 The trials will be held indoors. The ring and blind are in a room adjacent to the crating room. 

 Crating is indoors. Space is limited, please be mindful of others. 

 Indoor shoes are not required, but recommended for rain/snow 
weather to keep the floors dry. 

 Dogs can potty on any grassy area in front of the building. Do not 
allow your dogs to pee on the buildings or vehicles.  

 Food is not available on site; please plan ahead. There is fast 
food in Orleans (~15 mins away). 

 There is a bathroom and running water on site.  

 We are trying VERY HARD to expand our trial offerings in the area, in games, size, and number of 
rings.  WE ABSOLUTELY CANNOT DO THIS WITHOUT HELP. 

 Trials cannot run without volunteers!  Please select your ability to volunteer when registering for the 
trials.  Volunteers will be entered in a draw for free runs at future trials!  

 We need help: opening and closing the gate for each ring, retrieving rat tubes at the master level and 
above, and loading the blind and the queue for dogs waiting to enter the ring. 

 
Parking 
 
There is parking available, as defined on the map.  

Note that parking is very limited!  

 Please park tightly together.  It is possible that cars may have to park behind others, blocking them in.  If 
your car is blocking another vehicle DO NOT LEAVE the property. 

 If the parking is full, you can park along Navan rd. 

 Do not block the path or the gate to the storage space at the back of the parking lot. See map 

 

 



 

 
Notice to Competitors 

 
Competitors, through submission of entry, acknowledge that they are knowledgeable about RATS! Canada rules 
and regulations including but not limited to the following rules regarding entry:  

 All dogs must be registered with RATS! Canada to compete for qualifying legs and placements.  It is 
your responsibility to obtain a RATS! Canada Dog ID number, prior to the trial.  If you do not have a 
RATS! Canada number you must obtain one from Rats! Canada by the trial date for your runs to be 
counted.   

 This trial is open to all dogs being at least 3 months of age, including purebred and non-purebred, except 
dogs with injuries or illnesses which may cause the dog pain or great discomfort, or dogs exhibiting signs 
of aggression that threaten the safety of other dogs or humans. 

 Bitches in season (BIS) will be eligible to compete at this event, but notice must be given to event 
Secretary at least 2 days prior to the trial so that separate crating space can be prepared. 

 Physically challenged dogs are allowed and encouraged to compete. The dogs must not show evidence of 
being in pain or discomfort. The judge shall excuse any dog that shows evidence of pain or discomfort. 

 Nature calls (for the dog) in the ring are a disqualifying matter, but the clock keeps running! If the dog is 
wearing a bellyband or pants from which nothing escapes, the dog will not be disqualified. A $10 fee per 
item will be charged to the handler to replace any item soiled or rendered in any way unusable. 

 Physically challenged handlers are allowed. Physically challenged owner/handlers shall provide the judge 
with a written description of how they intend to work with their dog.  The modification must be 
approximate to the best of the handler’s ability. The judge must approve and initial the modifications and 
attach the written description to the score sheet. 

 Safety shall always be of foremost consideration.  Through entering this event, handlers accept full 
responsibility for themselves and the actions of their dog(s).  

 The organizing committee may refuse any entry or access for any reason. 
 

In addition, 

 THERE SHALL BE NO REFUND without veterinary certificate for entries withdrawn after the closing date or 
in the event a dog and/or handler are dismissed from competition, regardless of reason for such 
dismissal.   

 The ring is indoors with a tiled floor. 

 There will be no refunds for weather-related cancellations.  Please allow yourself adequate time to get to 
the trial.  

 All dogs shall be presented at ringside in a flat buckle or snap collar, plain harness, or properly fitted 
martingale (limited slip) collar. NO choke collars, prong collars, or shock collars are allowed at ringside or 
in the ring. A properly fitted martingale collar should be barely larger than the circumference of the dog's 
neck when fully tightened.  

 Upon successful completion of an exercise, the owner may choose to briefly pet or touch the dog as a 
reward but no treats, or toys can be used in the ring. DO NOT TOUCH clutter items or tubes. 

 Dogs must always remain under control whether on or off leash while on show grounds, including when a 
rat tube is found. Careless, excessive biting, pawing or shaking will lead to disqualification.     

 You must pick up after your dog and yourself. 
 

Have fun! 
 



 

Map – NEW WINTER LOCATION! 

  
                      

 

Draws for free runs 

will be held for 

volunteers as well as 

ribbon returns! 
 



 

WHAT ARE RAT SPORTS? 
Rat sports are based on hunting and teamwork skills. Historically, rat catchers and their dogs offered their 
services to farmers to control vermin, helping to conserve and to preserve their grain and consequently protect 
the inhabitants from disease. The purpose of the RATS! Canada games is to demonstrate teamwork between the 
handler and dog team. The dog must display his vermin hunting ability by finding and signaling the presence of 
rats in a barn-like or field-like setting in which straw/hay bales are used. The handler must display his ability to 
read the dog’s signal.  

 
TRAINING/PRACTICE/WORKSHOPS/FUN MATCHES 
Check the Soulstorm Dog Sports Web Site and Facebook page to keep up to date with all our offerings. Register 
for our mailing list to be notified when new events open for registration. 

 

Rules for all RATS! Canada games can be found on the Web site at 
http://www.ratscanadadogsports.com 

 
ALLEYWAY PURSUIT 
The game is played indoors or outdoors against a building. The game involves setting up a series of obstacles and 
challenges that mimic the types of environments where rats are commonly found in densely populated areas, such as 
alleyways, basements, or abandoned buildings. The setup could include narrow pathways and scattered objects like 
discarded items, bags or boxes to simulate the clutter and complexity of these spaces. Unlike barn-style games, there is no 
hay involved.  
 
The handler is responsible to make the timer stop, calling ‘Rat!’ to the judge, when he believes that his dog has found a 
rat.  If an incorrect tube was identified, the timer will continue despite being a non-qualifier. If a dog eliminates in the ring 
it will be disqualified.  At the lower levels, the handler may begin by encouraging and directing their dog verbally and walk 
where they wish.  At the Champion and Excellent levels, the handler may not speak, make noise, or make any gestures 
during the first portion of the game; after a period of time, the handler may encourage and direct his dog verbally.  
 
The tube(s) where the rats are hidden are switched places for each blind. At the novice level, there are 3 tubes: 1 rat, 1 
litter and 1 empty. The dog must find the rat(s) in the minimum allowed time (varies by level) to earn a qualification. 
Qualifying in your first or second ever sanctioned novice alleyway pursuit run leads to an Alleyway Pursuit Instinct Title 
(IAWP). 

 

 
RAT CARE AND SAFETY 

 
RATS! Canada is committed to the humane treatment of rats used at all RATS! Canada events.  Rats are rotated out as 

necessary based on weather conditions and other factors.  Rats are chosen and trained specifically for the sport. Tubes used 
are built for dog AND rat safety according to specific rat care rules. Rats will not be harmed in any way during or at the end 

of the trial; they are returning home to be as cared for and loved as dogs can be. Please report to RATS! Canada any 
concerns or unacceptable treatment you witness in any rat sport event so we can follow up. 

 

 



 

GENERAL AGREEMENT / WAIVER 
 
I (we) agree that Soulstorm Dog Sports (the hosting club), and/or RATS! Canada has the right to refuse this entry for any 
cause, which the organizing committee alone shall deem to be sufficient.  In consideration of the acceptance of this entry, of 
the holding of the event, and of the opportunity to have the dog participate and/or to be judged, I (we) agree to hold the 
organizing committee, the hosting club, RATS! Canada, including their members, officers, directors, agents and employees, 
sponsors of the event, and owners of the premises upon which the event is held and their employees, harmless from any 
claim for loss or injury that may be alleged to have been caused directly or indirectly to any person or thing by the act of this 
dog while in or upon the event premises or grounds or near any entrance thereto, and I (we) personally assume all 
responsibility and liability for any such claim. I (we) further agree to hold the aforementioned parties harmless from any claim 
for loss of this dog by disappearance, theft, death or otherwise, and from any claim for damage or injury to the dog, whether 
such loss, disappearance, appearance, theft, damage, or injury be caused or alleged to be caused by the negligence of the 
parties aforementioned, or by the negligence of any other person, or any other cause or causes.  I (we) hereby assume the 
sole responsibility for and agree to indemnify and save the aforementioned parties harmless from any and all loss and 
expense (including legal fees) by reason of the liability imposed by law upon any of the aforementioned parties for damage 
because of bodily injuries, including death resulting at any time therefore, sustained by any person or persons, including 
myself (ourselves), or on account of damage to property arising out of or in consequence of my (our) participation in this 
event, howsoever such injuries, death, or damage to property may be caused, and whether or not the same may have been 
caused or may have been alleged to have been caused by negligence of the aforementioned parties or any of their employees 
or agents or any other persons. 
 
I (we) further acknowledge that I (we) have read, understand, and will abide by the Official RATS! Canada Rules and 
Regulations, and the provisions for entry as set forth in the Schedule of which this entry form is a part.  I (we) acknowledge 
and represent that the information supplied by me (us) herein is correct to the best of my (our) knowledge; if any portion of 
this information is found to be invalid or insufficient to establish the validity of my (our) entry, such finding shall render my 
(our) entry invalid in its entirety, for which there shall be no refund of fees paid.  Further, I (we) represent that I am (we are) 
the owner(s) of the dog listed herein, or that I (we) am (are) a family member of the dog’s owner as stated and allowed in 
the RATS! Canada rules, and that I (we) shall hold the hosting club and RATS! Canada, including their officers, directors, 
employees and agents and their sponsors, harmless from any liability or claim made by dog’s owner. 
 
Further, I (we) hereby grant to RATS! Canada, their representatives, agents, and assign all rights and permissions to broadcast, 
telecast, cablecast, transmission, or distribution in any format or media now known or hereafter to become known.  I (we) 
hereby release RATS! Canada, the hosting club, their representatives, agents, and assigns from any claim or cause of action 
for invasion of the rights of privacy, right of personality, or any similar right. 
All video, broadcast, and telecast rights for this event are the exclusive property of the trial host(s). 
 
When you fill out the online registration form, you will be asked to acknowledge consent to this waiver.  You cannot 
register without accepting the conditions under which this trial will run.  
 

 
 


